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1 
INTRODUCTION. 


T ſay much to inforce the Neceſſity of a Work 
of this Kind, which is calculated for the uni- 
verſal Benefit of the Souls and Bodies of Men 

—we think would be needleſs, as it muit ap- 
pear to the Eyes of every Humane and Judicious Per- 
ſon to be of the greateſt Importance and Utility. 

IT was from this View that a few Scrious Perſons, 
who in a way of Providence have been call'd to Viſit 
the Habitations of Poverty arid Diſeaſe, and have been 
led to Commiſerate the great Diſtreſs and Want, that 
Numbers of Poor, afflicted Perſons labour under, and 
being unable of themſelyes, to relieve the numberleis 


Objects they have from Time to Time viſiced, have 


found much Diſtreſs in their own Minds on that Ac- 
count. 

Therefore in order to remove that uneaſineſs which 
attended their Viſits, have form'd themſelves as a 
Society, and agreed to ſubſcribe Weekly according to 
their Ability, for the Relief of ſuch Poor afflictzd Per- 
ſons as in future they might be called to Viſit. 

Hoping that Numbers more will caſt in their Mite 
and be -earneſtly defirous to aſſiſt in this labour of 

Love; for as Dr. Warrs, ſweetly ſays. 

X * Bleſs'd are the Men whole I. move, 
And melt with Sympathy and L ve, 
From Chriſt the Lord they ſhall obt ain, 
© Like Sympathy and Love again. | 

But the great End the Society has. in View—is the 
Eternal welfare of Mankind,—the Salvation oF their 
precious and Immortal Souls. 


* * "IM 
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„ Tf de id all the Weilth of Worlds culd Roll, 


Vet one Immortal Soul is worth the Whole, 
So that the Society means by divine Aſſiſtance, to ad- 


miniſte Spiritual as well as Temporal Support. 
To kd. a word of 22 fort to thoſe w o Have al- 


ready taſted that the Lord is gracious; and „ ee 


to en force the Nece ſſi ty of vital Godlineſs, and of Pure 

and undcfiled Religion. to ſuch who, are deſtitute of 

the Truth, and Living without God in the World. 
Striving at every Oppoxtunity to render gurſelves as 


oſeful as poſſible, ever eſtecming it our higheſt. Pri vi- 


ledge to Copy che dear Redeemer of, Sinners, Who 


-whilt he was on Earth was ever going about doing good. 


State of the Soerzrr from January 26, 1789 
„„to January 24, 1791. 
By Caſh received as Subſcriptions n 
Denationd;: 9/4 '93 18 s 
By Cath expended, in relieving | 174 ſick 83 by 6 
Perſons. i 
By Caſh expended, at the beginniog of | 
the Society, for Fat the Articles and 
for Books. &. 
By Caſh expended IP reptinting thefe 
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Rules. with the general r of che 118 
Society. | 8 
Caſh remaining in Stock — 6 4 0 

Number of perſons vilited by 00 So: -iety 174 
Died in the Cqurſe of our Vi tation. 7 
Reltored, to Health, 64 
Removed to their Pariſhes, HofSitals, Le. 26 
Remain upon the Liſt. - x 12 


"SUBSCRIPTIONS and DONATIONS. will be re- 
ceived at the TABERNACLE, every Moxpay 


Nicar after Public Worſhip. 
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a i. R 
OF THE 
FRIEND in NEED, 


* 1 HIS Society being founded on Principles of 
Philanthrophy, admits, Perſons of all denomina- 
tions as Subſcribers to the Inſtitution, who may vote 
on any. occaſion of Ballot, or ſhew of Hands; but 
acting Members who vilic the Sick, and engage in 
Prayer, muſt for the ſake of good order ſubmit to the 
following Rules, vis | 
a . 4 I. 8 We 
That this Society meet every Monday in the Veſtry 
Room at Tabernacle, as ſoon as the Evening Wo ſhip 
is over, to receive the Weekly Subſcriptions and Peti- 
tions of Obje&s propoſed for Relief; alſo that thus 
meeting be begun and ended with Prayer. ting 
Wer las bs 
That any Perſon may become a Member of this Soci- 
ety, by Subſcribing one Penny per Week —or upwards 
| III. * . 
That no Perſon ſhall be admitted as an acting Mem- 
ber of this Society unleſs they be recommended by a 
Member or Subſcriber wha ſhall haye known their Life 
and Converſation, for at leaſt Six Months preceeding, 
to have been ſuch as becometh che Goſpel. 
y IV. ö 
That a Committee of thirteen Members be choſen 
every Six Months to Manage the Affairs of the Society 


to the good order of the Tame, 
. by V. That 


(6) 
V. 


That two of the Committee be appointed one as 
Treaſurer the other as Secretary, who ſhall hold the 
Truft for Six Months, and at the expiration of that 
Term ſhall deliver to the Society, an exact Account of 
Perſons Relieved, and all Receipts and Diſburſements, 
which Acccunts ſhall be audited and Publickly declared 
te every Subſcriber preſent at each half Yearly Meeting 

| VI. | 

That there ſhall be one Guinea in Stock before any 
thing be given and if above that Sum to be Diſtributed 
at the Diſcretion of the Committee. 


VII. 

That each Sick Perſon be viſited at leaſt once in the 
Week by two of this Society, who ſhall enquire into 
their ſituation both Spiritual and Temporal, and upon 
the firſt Viſit if Neceſſity require may advance One 
Shilling, and no more till their Caſe be laid before 
the Committee, 

VIII. 


That the Viſitors abcve all things bear in their 
minds the infinitely greater Importance of the Salvation 
of the Immortal Soul, to the Tempo'ry relief of the 
Periſhable Body, and that they converſe with the 
afflicted, in a Spirit of Meekneſs, and in the fear of 
God reading a Portion of Scripture and recommending 
them to God in Prayer at every Viſit. 
IX, | 

That the Committee ſhall be at liberty if Occaſion 
require, (when particular caſes are repreteated) to ap- 

point Female Viſitors to make enquiry into the ſame. 

X » FR | 

That the Viſitants do endeavour to take a Brother or 
Siſter Member with them who have never ated in that 
Capacity, | | 


1 


9 
| | 

That no weekly Subſcriber who is more than Six 
Weeks in arrea1s, ſhall be at Liberty to recommend 
any Caſe till ſuch arrears 3g paid. 

Xl . 4 

That no Subſcriber ſhall preſent more than two Ca- 
ſes at one time, till the ſame are relieved but if more 
Objects ſhould occur, may apply to a Brother or Siſter 
Member that have no ey 1 the liſt. 1 

5 A I . 

That each Caſe ſhall be preſ-nted in Writing, on 
Monday Evenings, at the Place of Meeting, mention- 
Ing the Perſons Names and 58 of Abode. 

XIV. 


That no Petition be accepted for Lying. in Women 


(except they have been put to Bed one Month or up- 


wards) nor ſhall any Perſon in a Work Houſe, Hoſpi- 
* 


tal, or Benefit Club, receive any temporal relief from 
this Society. 1 


That Donations diſtributed by this Society, be ap- 
plied only for the uſe of thoſe diſtreſs d Objects who 
are ſo confin'd by Sickneſs, as to be unable to follow 
their Occupations, or to attend the Means of Grace, 
and every Subſcriber preſenting Objects are requeſted 
to be clreful they are ſuch as come within the Deſcrip- 
tion of this Society to , | | 


That no Member or Subſcriber ſhall receive any 
Temporal Relief from the Fund of this Society on any 
Pretence whatever. Ka: 

| XVIL | 

That every Subſcriber ſhall have a Copy of theſe 

Rules which is expected to be paid for at their Admiffion 


; XVIII. 

That every Monday Night, immediately after the 
Collection the Secre all mention publickly what 
Money remains in the Treaſurers Hands, and alſo ſhall 

mention 
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Vak. what Perſons have been viſited the preceeding 
Week. | 
XX, 


That any actieg Member hearing or knowing any 
Thing in another contrary in Principle or Practice, to 
the Profeſſion of Faith made at their admiſſion ſhall in 
Love reprove them alone, and they not regarcing the 
Re e "the Matter all be communitated to two 
1 th Members for the like purpoſe, arid if that has not 
the defired Effect, they th be preſented to 4 General 

ceting after which if they cc continue bardened, ſhall be 


excluded the Society, XX. 


That the half yearly Meetings be one at Chriſtmas, 
the other at Midſummer, when the Accounts of the 
Society. mall be reported with its general utility, du- 


ring egch Term as expreſs d in Article the Fifth, and 


that a Collection he made at the Concluſion for the 
Benefit of the Fund. 

NV. B. Such Perſons who are not inclined to become 
Sabſeribers to this Society, but with well te the ſame, 
the Imalleſt Japan x will be thankfolty received. 


1 Wee 4/4 with wth 


SUPPLEMENT: 


8 UPPLEM ENI. 


AT 2 general Meeting of the Subſcribers to this 
A Inſtulution on Monday the 24th of January 1791. 
lt was unanimouſly agreed that the Rules of ine 


Society ſhould, be reprinted, and alſo that there ſhould 


be annexed, a brief. Account of the Viſitations of the 
Society to a few. Sick Perſons, in order that the great 
utility of this Society, may de more generally known, 
and alſo with a view 3 up. the minds of others to 
engage ia a Work, that is ſo univerſally calculated 
(under GOD), to. promots the Spiritual as well as 

Tem poral intereſt of the indigent and Poor. 
_ is by no Means our lutention at preſent to ſa l 
much to: enforce the.veceſicy of an Infutution, which 
to every thinking Perſon. muſt appear to excell all other 


kinds of Charities, by unicing the relief of Body,and 


Soul tagether, and which is by no means liable to thoſe 
groſs impoſtians, which moſt other Societies labour 
under, each Sick Perſon being regularly vifited at leaſt 
once a Week, by two of the Committee, and the par- 
ticular Circumſtances of their Family and Illneſs, ſtrict- 
ly examined and enquit'd into before they are reliev'd. 
It might be neceſſary to obſerva, that it is almoſt 


impoſſible for a Perſon who have never attended the 


Sick Beds of the Poor, to conceive phe exteme Poverty, 
and Wretchedneſs of many of thoſe Habitations of 
Mourning and Woe, that in Providepce we have been 
call'd to enter, and ſuch the dultreſs of us miſerable 
Inhabitants that amidſt affliction and diſeaſe, ſome have 


had no Beds but the Sacking, no covering but their 


tatter'd Garments, — have had nothing but Straw, 
to 


- 
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to reſt their poor Sick, and diſorder'd Bodies on, and 
numbers have no Doctor to attend nor kind Neighbour 
to aſſiſt, and to heighten their Miſery and Diſtreſs, per. 
haps 3 or 4 ſmall Children crying for Bread, whole 
Family's have been viſited in Fevers were the Father 
Mother, and ſeveral Children have been confined to 
ons ſmall Roam, having neither Money nor Friends, 
and totally ignorant of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
Salvation, living without hope, and without God in 
this preſent evil World. | l 
Numberleſs inſtances of the above Circumſtances we 
have been Spectators of, but as the particulars relative 
to each Caſe, have been mentioned, on the Monday 
Night proceeding, at the Society, ſhall at preſent for- 
bear to enlarge. hoping that what have been briefly 
hinted, and the ſuccefs of the q7 (in the inſtances 
of the annex'd Caſes) will be altogether ſafficient to 
claim the attention of every Generous, Humane, and 
Benevolent Perſon, and to exite numbers more to aſſiſt 
in this Labour of Love. which we truſt has God for its 
Author, his bleſſed Spirit, to Support, Guide, Influence 
and over rule all its Concerns, that it may evententu- 
ally prove for the Glory of our dear Lord, and the 
eternal Salvation of precious and Immortal Souls, 


5 
A ſhort Account of the Viſitations of the So- 
ciety to four Sick Perſons, 


| ANNAH FOLKS, living in Alexander-Court, 
Back-Lane, was one of the firſt that was viſited 
* 


this Society, on February, 1, 1789, being afflicted 


with a Dropſy and Decline, on being queſtioned con- 
cerning her hope, it was foon diſcovered ſhe had none, 
and that ſhe was totally Ignorant of God, and divise 
things for on being aſk'd if ſhe knew what the Lord Je- 
ſas Chriſt came into the World for? ſhe replied—ſhe did 
not—ſhe was then aſk'd by the viſitors if ſhe thought ſhe 
was a ſinner ? to which ſhe replied, I do not think l am 
for I was never given to bad Company—nor to Curfing 
and Swearing like many others, and pleaded much up- 
on her Morality ——lIt was then afked. if ſhe thought 
ſhe ſhould recover ? And on anſwering that ſhe had 
not the leaſt hope of it at preſent, the viſitors aſked her 
where ſhe thought ſhe ſhould yo ?—ſhe replied, with 
ſeeming Confidence that ſhe hoped to go to Heaven,— 
But confeſs'd that ſhe was Ignoraut of the way it was 
to be obtain'd—theſe and many of the like expreſſions, 
ſufficiently evidenc'd the darkneſs of her mind and 
was a proof that ſhe knew nothing of the exceeding ſin- 
falneſs of Sin—our Friends then began to tell her 
what ſhe was by Nature, through Original, and aQtual 
tranſgreſion they ſpoke much of the Spirituality of the 
Law, and uſed numberleſs arguments and Text of 
Scripture, to endeavour to convince her that ſhe was 
under the curſe of a broken Law, and that unleſs ſhe 
was born again ſhe could not ſee, much leſs enter into 
the Kingdom of Heayen.—at which ſhe appear'd aſto- 
niſh'd, they then iuforc'd the Neceſſity of Regeneration 
and read and explained the third Chapter of John, at 
the end of which ſhe acknowledg'd ſhe was certain that 
ſhe was not born again. 
"+ 'S 3 : Sag 
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dhe was frequently: viſieed: afterwards, and was found 


very teachable and ſeemiagly convinc'd of Sin, on being 
aſk'd if ſhe knew what the Newebirth was, ſhe replied 
tharſh- did not? but ſaid ſhe hoped that the Lord 
would teach her before the departed, here ſhe wept 
much, and earneſtiy entreated an intereſt in our Prayers. 
On being viſited again, a few days afterwards,” the told 
our Friends, that ſhe hoped ſhe was given to ſee the 
delufiqn fhe was under, and that ſhe ſaw ſhe was a poor 
Sinner, and muſt be brought to the Footſtool of Merty 


| for. the pardon, of her Sine, the viſitors again infifled on 


the Neceſſity of the New-Birth pointed out 'Suitable 
Scriptures, and again left her in Tears, about this time 
ſhe was viſited by a perſon who endeavoured to perſwade 
her that the was not ſo great a Sinner as ſhe thought ſhe 
Was, or as we had repreſent, but this was advice that 
ſhe would by no means liſten to, being no doubt under 
great Con ictions, and in ſome meaſure given to ſee the 
finfulneſs of Sin, for ſaid ſhe, I am nothing but Sin 
from the Crown of my Head to the ſole of my Feet, 


theſe Convictions daily encreas'd, and ſhe appear'd un- 


der a deep ſcence of her own unworthineſs, and utter 
inability ſo much as to think a good thought, ſhe was ca- 
ger to be taught the way of Salvation, and expreſt the 
 greatelt pleaſure in hearing the Scriptures read. and ex- 
pounded, and ſeem'd to delight in the converſation” bf 
. thoſe who viiit:d her, ſhe would often ſay The tid not 
doubt the Ability of Chriſt to ſave, but fear'd he was 
not willing to ſave ſo great a Sinner as the Was, h<te the 
was told by th--vifi:ors the end of Chriſt's coming into 
the World that he came to ſeek, and to ſave thar which 
Was loſt, and that God ſo loved the World that he gave 
As only begotten, Son, that whoſoever believed in tim 
ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting Life, and that 
it was a faithtu! ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation 
that Chritt jeſus came into the World to fave the chief 
of Sianers, that his all atoneing Blood was "TH 
is 


* 
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his'Murderers, and though'our'Sins- were multiplied to 
Heaven, yet the Blood of Jeſus Chtiſt eleanſeth from 
all Sin, theſe and many other Seriptures were adduct d 
- to prove the ability, and willingneſs of Chriſt to fave 
Sinners, at the relation of theſe bleſſed truths Un- 
belief ſeem'd to diſappear, a holy Joy ſeem'd to per- 
vade her Soul, and the appear'd meſted down under a 
Scene of the pardoning Love of Jeſus Chriſt, her heart 
appear'd overflow'd with gratitude, and thankfylineſs, 
and the Change appear'd evident to all that viſited her, 
ſhe was often vifited by our Friends about this time, & 
having taſted that the Lord was gracious the now expreſs- 
ed the greateſt coacern' for the ' ſalvation of others, ſhe 
was conſtantly and earneſtly intreating her aged Mother 
and Siſter to ſeek the Lord While he was to be found, 
and not to put the evil day afar off, or neglect the one 
| thing needful, but to attend the means of Grace, and 
above-all things to ſeek the Satvation of their Souls. 
about this time her diſofder 'appear'd to increafe, and 
though it was attended with excrutiatings pain yet there 
appear'd a ſweet Reſignation to the divine will, andias 
the, grew worſe her hope ſeem'd to ſtrengthen, her evi- 
dences were brightened, and the proſpect of Eternity 
appear'd more pleaſiog, ſhe never once deſired 10 reco- 
ver, but rather to depart" to be with Chriſt-whoſe preci- 
ous name was as ointment pour'd forth, Whoſe ptaiſes 
ſhe liſped whillt ſhe had ſtrength to ſpeak, and at laſt 
fell aſleep in his arms, this Was about 3 Weeks after 
ſhe had experienc'd an aſſurance of Faith, and two 
Moaths from the time ſhe was firſt vilited. 


J OHN BARNE:S, living in Barton+Street, St. 
James's ves afflited-with.a Decline? he was a care- 
Teſs hardened Sinner, a Scoffer and Deſpiſer of Religion 
and continued ſo, for ſome time after he was afflicted, 


and appcar'd to have no ſerious thoughts of Death, nor 
| to 


4 


to have the leaſt Concern for the Salvation of his Soul, 
he was viſited from this Society about a fortnight be- 
fore his Death, and was inform'd by the viſitors of the 
dreadful conſequences of dying without the pardon of 
his Sins, and without an Intereſt in the all atoneing 
Blood of Jeſvs Chriſt. | 

He was told of the Neceſſity of being created a new 
in Chriſt, and made partaker of his Grace before be 
_ departed, and alſo of the awful affects of lighting that 
. Pardon that was freely held forth in che Goſpel to Sin- 


ners through Faith in the Redeemer, they ſpoke much 


of the Terrors of the Law, and of the bleſſings of that 
Salvation reveal'd in the Goſpel but neither the threats 
of the one, nor the gracious invitations of the other, 
ſeem'd to have the leaſt affect upon his mind, he ſtill 
- zemain'd careleſs, but was viſited every day. 

In the courle of 3 or 4 Days there appear'd a very 
viſible alteration in his converſation, he was inquiſitive 
about thoſe things that before ne had turn'd a deaf Ear 
to and was diſcovered to weep whilſt the viſitors was en- 
deavouring to ſet forth the Gafulneſs of Sin, and the 
puniſhment due to it. | 4 


On being viſited once or twice more it pleas'd the 


Lord to ſtreng then the Convictions, and the great deep 
appear'd to be broken up he would weep molt bicterly, 
and lament that he had ever finned againſt ſo good a 
God, on being aſked how he was, Oh! ſaid he, here's 
no peace, here's no peace, at another time he cried out 
in che anguiſh of bis Soul. Oh! what ſhall 1 do, Oh! 


Eternity, Eternity, how ſhall I endure it, do pray, pray 


hard, ſaid he to one that ſtood by him, at this time he 
appear'd in ſuch Agoni Soul, that the Curtdins of 
the Bed on which he lay {hook as though a perſon bad 
been ſhaking the Bed poſt, be continued under dread- 
ful convictions atraid to Sleep leſt he ſhould awake in 
Torment, at this opportunity our Friends, propoſed 


- Jeſus as an all ſufficient Saviour, that he was 115 to 
: ve 
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ſave to the utmoſt. Oh! ſaid he but I have been ſuch 4 
vile ſach a wretched Sinner, even from my Youth that 
I can never hope ſor Mercy, it was told him that the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin, and that 
it was not the Righteous, but Sinners Jeſus came to 
ſave, here many arguments was uſed; and numberleſs 
Scriptures quoted in order to prove the ſufficientcy of 
the atonement, and the willingneſs of Chriſt to receive 
every returning Sin ſtck Soul; alſo told him that Chriſt 
complain'd in his word that Sinners would not come 
unto him that they might have life, but he replied, will 
not Chriſt oppoſe me, or was there ever ſuch a ſinner as 
me, he continued crying that God would manifeſt his 
ardoning Love to his Soul, and that he might behold 
Lim as a God, pardoning Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and 
Sins, which Prayer the Lord was graciouſly pleas'd to 
anſwer. . 

In the Morning of the day on which he died the fear 
of Death ſeem'd to be remov'a, and his Countenance 
was expreſſive, of that Joy and Peace, which fill'd his 

Soul, turning to one of the viſitors who was an old ac- 
quaintance, he cries Death is gone, Deatn is gone, Oh! 
what a happineſs, can't you ſing a Hymn, Oh! my 
dear Friend, I'm going to Jeſus's arms, and on bein 
aſked what made him ſo happy he eagerly replied, Oh! 
I ſee Jeſus, I ſee him that I love, how Beautiful. Oh! 
I ſeem as though I was now aſcending, Oh, Jeſus be 
with me, 5 

On ſeeing his Wife, he expreſs'd great concern for 
her welfare, and intreated the Friends who were there 
to come frequently, and talk. with her about her Soul, 
for ſays he Chriſt is able to ſave, at this time he was in 
great bodily Pain, and the laſt Enemy appear'd to be 
making haſty ſtrides to perform his office, his pain in- 
creas'd, and as he drew nearer the Verge of Eternity 
he grew very weak, and was depriv'd of the uſe of 
Speech, but upon being defir'd if all was well between 
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God 


Gd and bia Soul; and if Chriſt ſtill· a 


threw up both his hands, and claſp'd them together in 
an enulting man ner aften which he was a little eaſier in 


his Body, liv'd abont an hour, longer, and then fell 


aſlesp in the arms of that bleſſed Redeemer, who, had 
ument af kis Rich, Sovereign, and. Wonderful 
Grace, was made meet to be a. partaker of the Inheri- 
tance oſ the Saints in Lights. He Died, March, 29, 


1790; after being viſited by the Society, about 12 Days. 


re 


* 
LIZABETH RISK a young Woman who had for- 
meriy liv'd in Old- Kiog-Screet, with a perſon to 
whom ſhe was never Married, But being afflifted with a 
Decline, and forſaken. by her former profeſſed Friend, 
without Money or means of Subſiſtance, was taken to 
the fick houſe Milk-Street, and was there flrſt viſited 


by the Society April 2, 1789. 


It ap | 
thing of her State by Nature, notwithflancing that the 


acknowledg'd ſhe was a Sinner in conſequence of hav- 
ing liv'd in Adultery, but this ſhe look'd upon as a 
crime of a very :rivial nature, and hop'd as God was a 
- Merciful God, he would forgive her, and that the 
had never Injured any body but herſelf, and like thoy- 
ſands beſide who from their ſuppos'd harmleſtneſs and 
good diſpoſitions, tay full Claim to the Mercy of God, 

out once conſidering, that as well as merciful he 


with 
£9 Juſt 
It was aſked if ſhe thought ſhe had not broken all 


Gods Commandments, and was feebly in form'd of their 
Spiritualizy and repyirements, that the Law took Cog- 


t che thoughts of the heart, and that the Apoſ- 


nigance o 


tle declar'd, the 1 Corinthians 6 and 9g, 10, that 
ner Adulterer, nor 


neither Fornicator, Idolator, 
Thieves 


to ſiguily it by holding up his. Hand. Be ee 


fror ber converſation that ſhe knew no- 
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Thieves, nor Drunkards, nor Covetuous, nor Extora 
tioners, &c &c. ſhould ever enter into the Kingdom 
of God, unleſs they were waſhed, and Sancti d, and 
*Joſtified, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God, this was accordingly explain'd as 
Well as we were able. | | 
' She was alſo informed that God would not wink at 
Sin, and that he would puniſh it even in his own Chil» 
dren, and that he had dec)ar's in his Word that'all have 
ſinned, nd come ſhort of his Glory, and that the Soul 
that ſinned ſhould ſurely die: endeavour'd to prove by 
Scriptüre that ſhe was a finner, and therefore could ne- 
yer he Juſtified in the fight of God, but through that 
Rizhteouſnefs which is by Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chrit 

She was Viſited ſome time before it plcas'd the Lord 
to open her eyes to ſee the dreadful Situation, to which 
Sin had reduc'd her, but when this was in a meaſure dif. 
cover'd to her, ſhe began to expreſs a fear of Death. 
her Mind ſeem'd much agitated, ſhe wept much at each 
Interview, and wogld ſay, what amercy it was that the 
Lord had not cut her down in her Sin, and given her 
the puniſhment due to it, under theſe convictions ſhe 
would in the moſt ſolemn, and earneſt manner aſk us 
if we thought the Lord would pardon ſuch a finner as 
ſhe was, and was always begging us to deal faithful 
wich her, and not to keep any thing ſecret that would 
be for the good of her Soul, her convictions ſeem'd 
gradually to increaſe, and the Prayer 'of ihe Publican 
was her conſtant Theme, till that bleſſed Spirit, whoſe 
office t is to convince of Sin; took allo of the things of 


n * . 8 . 


Jeſus, and ſhow'd them to her. 

At this interview ſhe appeared to have a ſweet view 
of the Redeemer, in his bleſſed Offices and Characters, 
ſhe could not bear to bear of her once ſuppoſed good- 
| neſs, but had humiliating views of Self, wiilft ſbe was 
led on to diſcover the Suitabili:y of that Salvation, 
Which is unto and upon 80 that believe, ſhe appear'd 
oa ay e * 


CY | 
4 I 
: . 
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to watch over herſelf with a Godly Jealouſy, and was 


never happier than when the Viſitors was reading the 


Scriptures, or at Pray r. | 
She was viſited for about a Month after this change 


took place, and though her afflictions was exceedingly 


great, ſhe was far from murmuring, or repineing at the | 


will of God, her converſation was ſavory and Spiritual 
and ſhe appeared to grow in grace, andi n an experimen- 
tal Knowledge of the Lord jeſus Chriſt, ſhe retained her 
Speech to the laſt minute, and after repeating theſe 
words (Come Lord Jeſus Come, ) ſhe enter'd within 
the Veil (we truſt) to adore him for his Sovereign and 
Wonderful Love, through the ceaſeleſs rounds of a ne- 
ver ending Eternity.—She died May 28, 1789.—and 
was viſited by the Society about 2 Months. 
Xr 
CIMON ELLIS by trade a Hatter living in Teagues- 

Court, Red-croſs-Street.—AfiiRed with a Fiſteloe 
having a Wife were both aged people, and was firſt vi- 
lited by the Society November, 20, 1789. } 

Aſter a very little converſation his Mind was diſco- 
vered to be exceeding dark, and was totally unaquain- 
ted with thoſe things that make for everlaſting Peace, 
. and though verging on Eternity, he was ſeeking no 

Saviour but his own miſerable pertormances, and ap- 
pear'd buoy'd up with theſe falſe hopes, he was an utter 
Stranger to that Scripture Hope, which maketh not 
aſhamed, which is as an Anchor to the Soul in every 
ſtorm and Trouble. | 

He was faithfully informed by the viſitors of the 
dreadful Conſequences of a Sinner's dying in a Carnal, 
and unregenerate ſtate, and that it was alſo impoſſible 
for him to go to Heaven, without firſt being made a 
partaker of divine Grace, and meetned for the King- 


dom by God's holy Spirit ; theſe eſential Goſpel truths 
a were 
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— 
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were infiſted upon, and enforced with great earneſtneſs, 
upon which the poor Man with Tears acknowledged he 
had never experienced the power of Religion upon his 
Soul, although he had many Years ago ſat under the 
Goſpel, he confeſs'd'he had of late Years totally for- 
ſaken the ways of Religion, had been a bad Huſband, 
and now feared the Lord was going to enter into ſudg- 
ment with him, and trembled much at the thoughts of 

eath, the Viſitor pointed him to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the only Saviour of ſinners, endeavoured to inftrutt 
him in the way of Salvation, —Read and prayed with 
him, and left him, | f 

He was again viſited by othert of the Society, and 
was ſtil! found” as Ignorant and as Blind as when firit 
' Viſited, though teachable and inquiſitive ; was again 
informed of his loſt ſtate by Nature, that thro” original 
and actual Sin, he was expoſed to the Curſe of a bro- 
ken Law, that his offence was infinite, and therefore 
required infinite ſatisfaction, was alſo informed he could 
do nothing (in whole or in part) towards his Salvation, 
but that if he was ſaved, it muſt be by Grace through 
Faith, and that this was wonderfully wrought in the 
Soul by the Spirit of God; by this Chrill is revealed to 
loſt Man as an all ſufficient Saviour, and that it was by 
this Grace alone, that the Soul is enabled to rely on 
the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus, for Juſtification and Saiva- 
tion; he was directed to Chriſt, as the auther of Faith, 
to the word of his Grace, as the obje& of Faith ; whoſe 
end terminates in the glory of God, and compleat Sal- 
vation of the Sinner, — He was again recommended to 
the Lord in Prayer, and left. 


A few Days after he was called upon by a Subſcriber-. 
who lived near him. to whom he expreſſed a great de- 


fire to ſee the Viſitors, accordingly three of them went 
from Tabernacle to ſee him, and upon their enterivg 
the Room he gave them a hearty welcome, his Wife 


was then offering him his Medicine, but on telling ner 


of 


C's to 


| 
4 
| 
; 


nl 


b ole „ un er nod iced * Soider 7 as; -- 

1o-ftop a little, bs lified up his Hand- and prayel 10 5 
a ſanctiſied uſe of them, aſter which he began to [ A5 | 
of jelus Chriſt, as bis dear Saviour, .who had opened x 


bis blind Eyes, an | ſaved him from everlaſtiog [fery, 
en being aſked how long he had,known Jeſus to, be | 
Saviour, whether it was Yeats, Months, or Weeks, h 


reply d neither, but that it was ſince he was viſited li th, 
that te Lord had ſhown him what an evil, ay. ater 
thing it was to Sid againſt hic, that he could fad ng "wy 
peace; his conſcience accus'd him Sn + 3 ſtar'd him in L 
the face and his burden ſeem'd intolerable; under which bt 
| he laboyr's ſome time, erying to God to hays mercy be 
upon him 'till the Lord open'd his eyes, then he ſaw le 
none but Jeſus Chriſt could fave. him. Oh] cried he | 
what have | been doing all my life; even ta Grey Hairs Nt 
I have Sinncd again God, and my own. Soul, bat he 97 
have ſav'd me from deſtructien, from miſery, aud Eter- 
| nel Death, at this alteration the viſitors were alen 
| but upon enquiry into particelars, were farther ſatiffied 
| as to its realuy, and had the ſtrongeſt reaſon to conclude V 
4 that he was ſavin ly wrought upon, and though the | 7 
| Change was altogether ſudden, yet the Wor appear'd . 
to be of God, this Opportunity Was A, bleſſed ene, it p 
prov'd a ſeaſon much to be 1emembered, to thole who th 
viſited him, and was the laſt time but one be was viſited 
as he Died 3 Days after, in the 57th Year of his Age. 
. 1 WEI $3-Y ih» 2 . . v1.44 *- + A we 235 
In the firſt 8f his afflictions he was uncommonly ſret- t 
ful, and impatieor murmering and repineing, at the de 
afflictive difper:{aiions of God, but 10. his latter moments of 
though his afflictions was conſiderably increas'd, he li, 
endur'd it'with the greatelt Reſignation; and, patience G 
declaring, that the pain of bis Body was nothing when I 
compar'd to the peace of his Soul; he continued in A W 


ſweet frame of Mind to the hour of his Death, praiing 
bie Hug and rejoiceing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as his 
great Deliverer, who in the elevepih hour * 
5 | elled 


2 ; þ 

( # } 
felted. bis. 88 yn 'n Love, in favins dich Rom Sin, 
Death, and veg and giving dim d eaenefd of that 


Eteranf Inderitance, which is 3 * 
and that fadeth not away. : 


b We are habby- to 5 218 Sub ry 
that the fore-mentioned F. e ons ( 27 2 ne 


we have juſt glanc'd at,) are not the only inſtances 
in hich the gente have been own'd 9 bleſſed, 
but that we have every rayon to conclude, it have 
been made Inſtrumental, # Converſion of (at 
leaſt) 4 other Perſons, 2 of whom we truſt are 
now in Glory. and the an are liuing he $ 


of its great Ulihty, 


Many of the Children of God, who have been 
Viſited 2 expreſs'd the greateſt degree of 
Thankfulneſs, for thoſe ſeaſonable Supplies of tem- 
poral and ſpiritual Bleſſi ss, convey 4 to them 
through this Medium. 


And ahhh; of th iti 1 Friends of 
thoſe wha laue been vi fe ted, have. bftbine ſober _ | 
decent, nd hive regularly attended the preaching 
of the Word; one 6 lien we have Feaſon to be- 
lieve have teen ſavingiy wrought upon by divine 
Grace, having Ae 'd a good Conſeſſion, and 

walked as beconteth the Goſpel ever ſince, 


The : 


n 
Tue above Circumſtances are mentioned, in or- 
der that the Reader may be more generally infor- 
med, of the extenſive uſefulneſs of a Socieiy: 
which we hope will ever prove (to all that are 
viſated by it in the beſt Senſe of the Words. 
A FRIEND IN NEED. 


